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Annual General Meeting 
Held on Thursday 26 May 2016
At Cheadle Hulme Bridge Club
Present: 
Irene Davies (Chairman), Haidee Tattersall (Treasurer), Michael Newman (Secretary)
Michael Byrne, Rhona Goldenfield, Kath Nelson, Karen Sandler,
Royce Alexander, Lance Bloohn, Sally Bray, Graham Campbell, Celia Comrie, 
Kevin Comrie, John Currie, Judith Dunkerley, Bernard Goldenfield, 
Stephen Halstead, Ken Hassell, Peter Jones, Bernard Kaye, George Leigh, 

Barbara Lewis, Joan Lewis, Eve Lighthill, Rodney Lighton, Steve Mattinson, 
Gillian McMullan, Jeff Morris, Alan Mould, John Roberts, Raymond Semp, 
Alec Smalley, Jeff Smith, Ann Thornton, Sid Travers, Susan Triggs, Graham Winn, Adam Wiseberg
1
Apologies for Absence: 
Bob Cooke, Roger Hopton, Laurel Mollan, Alan Nelson, Howard Stubbings
2
Minutes of last Meeting held 27 May 2015 and Matters Arising:

Accepted as a true record.
3
Report of Officers: 

3.1 
Chairman (Irene Davies): 

· It has been quite a good year for Manchester County Bridge. In the context nationally of a fall in the numbers playing bridge the county has made some steps forward. Our overall membership has increased from 1397 to 1463. Entries to our County competitions have also increased from 746 to 786. The University of Manchester again has a thriving bridge society. We also welcomed Stretford Bridge Club back into the County and almost immediately they produced a team for the Gazette Cup.

· Our Manchester League, despite a slight fall in numbers, is the second largest in the Country and probably the largest if you take the ratio of teams to members. We have 4 teams in the Northern Bridge League despite having only half the members of Lancashire and one third of the members of Yorkshire.

· Our members have been at the forefront of Competition both locally and nationally.  It has been a particularly outstanding year for John Holland, winning the Gold Cup, the Sunday Telegraph Salver again and representing England at Senior level in the World Championships.

· Bridge education in Manchester is thriving. Large numbers of new players are being introduced into the game in our clubs and courses. Improvers seminars are well attended as are the seminars organised by the County for our Northern Bridge League players in the different divisions. We need to work on maintaining the enthusiasm of our new recruits and developing them into regular duplicate players and from there into county competition players and beyond.

· On the financial side we have had to dip into our reserves this year. As a consequence we have increased entry fees by a modest amount for most of our competitions .

· We have had 4 new executive members this year organising different aspects of bridge in Manchester. Haidee Tattersall has taken over as Treasurer, Ann Thornton is the new Tournament Secretary, Karen Sandler has taken over as Membership Secretary and Ken Hassell has for the past year been the Chairman of Selectors. They have worked hard and with support from the rest of the MCBA Committee they have settled in well.

2015-16  Roll of Honour.

Junior Camrose and Peggy Bayer The Under 26 and Under 21 home internationals took place from 19th-21st February in Edinburgh.  Manchester interest was provided in the U26 event by Toby Nonnenmacher, a London member currently living in Manchester.  Having trailed to Scotland in the U26 event most of the weekend, England overtook them by winning the final set of 14 boards 66-4. Michael Byrne was the Non-Playing Captain (NPC) of the under 20 team. Michael was also the NPC to the under 20 team in the European Youth Bridge Tournament in Norway in July 2015.

French Trials in Paris  The French Bridge Federation held their Open trials with a novel format (19th-21st April). They invited six pairs from England to play against their top six pairs.  John Holland played with Ben Green and Michael Byrne with Mike Bell. John Holland had the best English Average.

National Competitions

Corwen Trophy  Ken Hassell and Raymond Semp were are best placed pair, finishing fifth over the weekend of 30 - 31 May 2015.
Pachabo
Manchester won the Pachabo held on 6th and 7th June for the first time since splitting from the North West in 1987.  Well done to John Holland, Rodney Lighton, Michael Newman, Alan Mould & Michael Byrne.

Garden Cities  The Manchester Bridge Club Team of Michael Byrne/Michael Newman, Alan Mould/John Holland, John Hassett/Jeff Morris and Andrew Woodcock/Catherine Draper won the Garden Cities trophy at Solihull on Saturday 13th June. 

Premier League  In the first division  Jason and Justin Hackett's team won and the twins were the leading pair on the cross IMPs.  Michael Byrne's team survived in sixth place, but John Holland's team finished seventh and is relegated.  The second division finished with Paul Hackett’s team dropping to third place.

National On-line knockout competition  was won by Michael Byrne’s team in June.
Brighton Congress  In August Michael Byrne (playing with Kieran Dyke) finished first equal in the four session Swiss Pairs in a field of 287 pairs (they won the trophy on a tie splitting procedure). 

Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield were fourth in the Senior Pairs, with John Holland and Erika Slatcher second in the B final.

Rhona Goldenfield and Michael Byrne were second in the Mixed Pairs.
Michael Byrne won the midweek knockout teams with (Tom Paske, Steve Raine, Chris Cooper, Tom Townsend and Alastair Kent.)
Rhodes Overseas Congress In the EBU holiday congress Swiss teams on 12-13th October Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield.  In the Ladies pairs was won by  Pauline Lang  (playing with Babs Matthews.) 
EBU Autumn Congress  At Peterborough on 17th-18th October Michael Byrne was second in the Swiss pairs(with Kieran Dyke) and was second in the main teams event (with Kieran Dyke, Dinah Caplan and Marion Robertson.)
Gold Cup  John Holland won Britain's most prestigious competition at Solihull on 11-13th December.  John, who has won virtually every other national event, has never won the Gold Cup, though his team only lost by 2 IMPs in the 2006 final.  John and partner Ben Green played every board in the final stages beating the holders (Allfrey, Robson, Forrester, Gold, Bakhshi, McIntosh) in the quarter finals on Friday and then Peter Lee's team in the semis by 98 IMPs.  In the final against Sally Brock, Barry Myers, Taf Anthias and Chris Dixon they were virtually level after three sets, but won 34 in the fourth set.  Two more sets of small losses followed by a 31 IMP gain in the seventh set, aided by a somewhat fortunate slam swing of around 30 IMPs when Myers-Brock bid a grand slam going off on a 4-1 break, left John's team 58 IMPs up with eight to play.  Nothing dramatic happened in the last set and John's team ran out worthy winners by 65 IMPs. (John’s other team members were: Simon Cope Peter Crouch and Nicola Smith.)
European Seniors Trial

The first stage of the trials for the England Senior Team took place in Solihull from 18th-20th December.  John Holland played with Gunnar Hallberg in a team captained by Paul Hackett.  They overtook the Penfold team in the last twelve board segment. However, the Hackett team lost in a play off in January to the Penfold team. But, John Holland secured his place to play for England Seniors in the European championships in Budapest in June.

Northern Year End Congress  John Holland and Alan Mould repeated their success of last year when they won the Swiss Pairs at Clayton-le-Moors on 27-28th December. In the Swiss Teams with one match to go Alan Mould, John Holland, Rodney Lighton and John Currie were leading and played Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield, Irving and Joy Blakey who were 7 VPs behind in third place.  The deals were very exciting including two grand slams and a small slam as well as a couple of difficult game hands.  There were swings on every board; the Goldenfields and Blakeys outplayed the opposition to win 17-3 and finish second in the event.  Two other teams won 20-0 in their last matches to overtake the Mould team
Sunday Telegraph Salver  John Holland won the yearly Masterpoint competition and with it the Sunday Telegraph Salver for the third year running and for the fifth time overall. He also leads in the Gold point competition.
National Teams Congress  In the point-a-board event at Birmingham on 16-17th January Michael Byrne's team (Kieran Dyke, Andrew Murphy, Ed Jones) were second and John Holland's team (Ben Green, Jeremy Dhondy, Brian Callaghan) finished third. 
Cyprus Congress In the EBU overseas congress from the 1st-7th February Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield won the teams event playing with Warner Solomon and Sandy Davies.  
Ranked Masters Events  Events for each ranking were held in Birmingham over the weekend of 27-28th February.  Manchester players did well with Kath Nelson second in the Premier Grand Masters playing with Steve Auchterlonie of Kent, Peter Foster won the Premier Life Masters with John Liebeschutz of Cambridge, Tom Slater was second in the National Masters with Rob Dixon of Oxford. 

Portland Bowl  Manchester University A reached the semi-finals of the Portland Bowl ( a competition for university bridge teams.) by beating Cambridge University A in an online match.  The team, led by England Under 25 squad member Toby Nonnenmacher included Henry Bissell, Ernest Au, Sophie Harper and Max Sampson lost in the semi- final to Cambridge B.

Regional Pairs  John Holland and Tony Coley finished second in the Northern section of the National Pairs at Bradford on 13th March and qualified for the National Pairs Final in April along with Gary Hyett who played with Dan Crofts in Solihull.

Portland Pairs  Congratulations to Irene Davies and Roger Hopton who were an excellent fourth out of 360 in the EBU Mixed Pairs event on 20th March.  Playing at Brierfield they had a 59% first session to be in 27th place, then a small improvement in the second session to 61.5% gave them an average of 60.5% about 2% behind the winners. 

Easter Festivals In the Northern Easter Festival at Ilkley Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield won the Swiss Pairs without losing a match, well ahead of second placed Alan Mould and John Holland.  Also, Bernard and Rhona teamed up with Irving and Joy Blakey to finish second ahead of John Holland, Alan Mould, Gary Hyett (and Willie Crook)  in the teams event.

Meanwhile in London Michael Byrne (with Kieran Dyke)  finished second in the In the Swiss Pairs  and Kath and Alan Nelson teamed up with former MCBA members Steve Eginton and Bill Hirst to finish 3rd in the Teams.

Schapiro Spring Foursomes  Manchester's Toby Nonnenmacher won the main consolation event at the Schapiro Spring Fours over the bank holiday weekend at the start of May. His teammates were Ben Norton (Leics), Ankush Khandelwal (Notts), Alex Roberts (Mersey/Cheshire). They were knocked out of the main competition at an early stage. They then reached the knockout stages of the Punch Bowl after finishing second in their eight team group, and won three matches in the knockout to take the trophy. 
Garden Cities Regional Finals  The Manchester Bridge Club team of Edward Levy, Robert Myers, David Sarabowski, Andy Green, Jason Hackett, Adrian Kenworthy, John Hassett and Jeff Morris won the Northern regional final of the Garden Cities Trophy at Bradford on 7th May.
County Competitions
Scarborough Congress:  John Holland & Alan Mould won the team event (with Jeremy Dhondy and Bill Hirst)

EBU Northern Midweek Congress  Paul Worswick and Dave Hammonds  finished second in the pairs at Clayton-le-Moors on 25-26th August.  
Bolton Congress  In the Ladies pairs Rhona Goldenfield won with Marianne Farr.  Roger Hopton and Lance Bloohn were second in the pairs.  In the teams Rodney Lighton, John Currie, Neil Thomas and Nicholas Greer came first

Cumbria/Westmorland Green Point Events  The Swiss Teams was won by Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield (with Jeff Smith and Jackie Pye of Lancashire) and in the Swiss Pairs  Neil Thomas and Rodney Lighton won.
Great Northern Swiss Pairs  Michael Byrne (with Kieran Dyke from London) followed up their win in Brighton with a comfortable win at Leeds on 3-4th October.

Chester Bowl John Fitzgerald and Adam Wiseberg from Altrincham won the consolation event with a fine score of 66% in the charity pairs at Deva on Sunday 18th October.
Lancashire Swiss Teams  Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield, Irving and Joy Blakey finished a close second in the green point teams at Blackburn on Sunday 25th October.
Pendle Witch Pairs   Barbara Eastabrook and Karen Jones played really well and were delighted to win the non-expert prize and trophy.  John Currie and Rodney Lighton won overall for the second year running.  Session prizes were won by Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield and Ken Hassell and Ian Kane

Llangollen Swiss Teams  Michael Byrne and Gary Hyett (playing with Tommy Garvey and Hugh McGann of Ireland)  won the two day event at Llangollen on 14-15th November ahead of Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield who played with Jim Luck and Adrian Thomas of Wales.  
Lytham Rose Bowl  Paul Worswick and Dave Hammonds won the Lytham Rose Bowl in December in a field of 22 pairs.
  
Preston Teams  The  clear winners were Kath and Alan Nelson with Jackie Pye and Jeff Smith ahead of Catherine Draper, Andrew Woodcock and Liz and Bill Wattleworth of Lancashire. 
LCBA Butler Pairs  Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield  won the event at Lytham in  January ahead of Jackie Pye and Jeff Smith.  

Chester Congress Several Manchester players went to Deva bridge club for their congress on 30-31 January.  Successes were recorded by Pauline Lang and Rod Franks who were second equal in the pairs and in the Swiss Teams by Michael Newman and Ollie Burgess who won by a large margin playing with Andrew Woodcock and Catherine Draper of Lancashire.

East Wales Swiss  Bill and Joyce White playing with (Babs and Tim Matthews of Cumbria) came second in a field of 38 teams at Newport on 13-14th February
Harrogate Congress  John Holland finished third in the Swiss Pairs playing with Clive Owen.  

North Wales Swiss Teams  Kath and Alan Nelson with Rhona and Bernard Goldenfield  won at Wrexham on Sunday 3rd April. 

Jersey Festival
Joy and Irving Blakey finished second in the Swiss Pairs in a field of 58 pairs at the EBU event at the end of April.  In the teams Joy and Irving Blakey, Rhona and Bernard Goldenfield were third and in the senior pairs Joy and Irving were second with Rhona and Bernard third.  Rhona and Bernard won the mid-week pairs and Joy, Irving, Rhona and Bernard won the seniors multiple teams. 

Blackburn Open Swiss Pairs
Manchester players dominated this event on Sunday 8th May.  John Holland and Brian Senior who were practising for the European Seniors next month unsurprisingly won, losing only one match to David Hammonds and Paul Beckwith who finished a close second.  Bernard and Rhona Goldenfield recovered from an indifferent first session scoring 59 out of 60 in the evening to finish third.  
3.2
Secretary (Michael Newman):
We are pleased to report that Stretford Bridge Club have decided to become affiliated to the EBU.  This restores to nine the number of affiliated Clubs within MCBA (Altrincham, Bramhall, Bramhall Green, Cheadle Hulme, Manchester, Marple, Prestbury, Stretford, Trafford).
3.3
Treasurer (Haidee Tattersall):

HT circulated to all present a comprehensive Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2016 together with an Income & Expenditure Sheet for the year ended 31 March 2016.


There was a deficit of Income over Expenditure of £1,241. (2014 - 2015 £1,723 deficit).  The reserves to be carried forward were £12,401 (2014 – 2015 £13,642).  

ID thanked Stephen Halstead who was deputising for Denis Robson following illness for auditing the accounts and expressed appreciation to HT in presenting the accounts in so clear a format.
3.4
League Secretary (Kath Nelson)

League
68 teams entered the league and were placed in 7 divisions, the 7th being the smallest with 8 teams. 

The downward trend in numbers continues 

2014 - 71 teams 

2013 - 75 teams 

2012 - 83 teams 

Withdrawals are mostly from teams who are relegated or feel too old to continue. 

Cup
48 teams entered the cup. Free entry to Divisions 6 & 7 meant more teams, although some teams then declined the offer. 

Trying to make sure every team except those in Division 1 played at least 2 matches, this was the formula I decided upon with the placings based on the previous standing in the League table 

PRELIM ROUND 1-8 and 9-16 byes, other 32 play 

FIRST ROUND 1-8 byes, 9-16 join 16 winners and 16 losers play off 

SECOND ROUND 1-8 byes, a round of 24, 9-16 and the 16 winners ,and a round of the 16 losers 

3RD ROUND 1-8 join 12 winners of round of 24 and 12 losers of 24 join 8 winners of 16, 

8 losers of 16 have lost twice, so exit the competition. . 

3RD ROUND 2 x 20 playing and each set of 10 winners go into a final 

HOWEVER: In spite of the best laid plan, unexpectedly Five Division 2 teams lost in Cup Round 1 but qualified via repechage for Cup Round 2. 

I could have organised a play off for 2/3 places but because of a late match, it was too near the Cup Final date to arrange this. 

Then 2 teams in the Plate Final dropped out so now 8 with a team beaten by Manchester A back in. 

Eventually there was a CUP final of 10 teams and a PLATE final of 9 teams. 

Thanks to Jeff Smith & Joan Lewis for running the finals so efficiently and for Jeff Smith for calculating the Master Points for all the finals and knock out matches. 

The Finals take a large chunk of money from the MCBA funds. Rather than increase the charge overall I have suggested that we initiate a charge for the teams which reach the Finals but this seems to have little support. 

The League has been relatively problem free this year. 

Most captains are now used to the online entry form with only a couple of team captains pleading with me to do their entry for them as it was “far too complicated...” 

The 2016 entry form will appear again on the League page around July. 

The EBU has also improved their online results program and once captains found the “MY EBU” page where they entered the result, it proved a great success. It’s also easier to check the results so I put a link onto the League page. 

Now that it is all online the Master Points are all now calculated by the EBU - a great bonus - This is the reason team captains must tick their players (although some captains still have to be nagged about this) 

NEW: The EBU has a new online program for Knock-Out events so I will try it next season for the Cup & Plate. 

I anticipate difficulties here and have already extracted a promise of help from our technical guru, Jeff Smith 

Back to the League where, as April approached, the inevitable happened, with illness and holidays causing matches to be cancelled or unplayed. 

Now the headache of assigning scores to the unplayed matches and trying to be fair to all - an almost impossible task! 

Enter Alan Mould, our mathematical genius, to the rescue . 

Here is his formula which I hope to use in the future. 

The “Mould” Formula 
In an unplayed match both teams will receive 0 VPs 


However, when one team is at fault the non-offending side receives:- 

15 + (difference in averages between the two teams) subject to a maximum of 30 and a minimum of 15. 

The offending side will receive 0 VPs 

In extenuating circumstances the offending team might receive the lowest of either: 

 10 

 the team's average, 

 15 + the team's average minus the opposition's average. 

That’s easy, isn’t it... 
Let’s hope that the penalty of 0 for an unplayed match will encourage teams to play their matches early in the season when, if they have to postpone a match, they can rearrange their match in good time. 

The Council has approved a price rise for the coming season: 

League - up from £25 to £35 

Cup - to remain the same: £15 and free for Div 6/7 

3.5
Membership Secretary (Karen Sandler)


KS confirmed that the number of players registered under P2P in MCBA currently stood at 1448.  This was more than sufficient to ensure that the number of EBU shareholders to which Manchester was entitled remained at its current level of 3.  (Under P2P 1201 members were necessary in order to be eligible to have 3 EBU shareholders.)

	P2P
	1260
	

	Junior
	29
	

	Direct Members
	42
	

	Direct Juniors
	14
	

	Teachers
	11
	

	Anonymous
	28
	

	Bridge for All
	58
	

	CT
	4
	

	PT
	2
	

	TOTAL
	1448
	


3.6
Tournament Secretary (Ann Thornton)

Congress review:
The Manchester Congress was well received this year with many people commenting very positively on the venue, organisation and directing. However parking was something of an issue and needs to be investigated for next year. The venue is rebooked for next year. Entries for the Championship Event were down this year compared to the previous four. However, entries for the Player Progress event remained steady. The use of the spreadsheet, devised by Jeff Smith, for income and prizes proved to be very useful for Barbara Lewis who organised the prizes. Thanks to Irene Davies for organising the event. 

See full report by the Congress Secretary, Irene Davies. 

Competitions review:

Ben Franks Trophy:

The Ben Franks is our major pairs competition and qualifier for the Corwen Trophy. There were 21 pairs entered, a decline in entries over the previous 4 years. The winners were Michael Byrne & Michael Newman. The other qualifiers for the Corwen were: Robert Myers & Ollie Burgess, Graham Campbell & Lindsey Barnes and Gillian McMullan & Neil Thomas.  The event made a small profit this year.
Gazette Cup: 

This is the counties major teams of 8 competition and Qualifier for the Garden Cities Trophy .There was a good turnout of 10 teams this year with Stretford club represented at the event for the first time. This was due to the sustained efforts of Barbara Lewis, John Fitzgerald, Jeff Morris, Richard Acaster and Ann Thornton. The event ran very smoothly and was competently directed by Joan Lewis with the help of Gordon Bickley.

The Winners were Manchester Burgess (Ollie Burgess & Jason Hackett, Edward Levy & Mike Goldsmith, Adrian Kenworthy & Rob Myers, David Sarabowski & Andy Green).  

	Gazette Trophy number of entries

	Year
	No of
teams
	Teams

	2016
	10
	Manchester x 3, Altrincham x 2, Cheadle Hulme x 2, Bramhall x 2, Stretford 1

	2015
	9
	Manchester x 4, Altrincham x 2, Cheadle Hulme x 2, Bramhall x 1

	2014
	5
	Manchester x 2, Cheadle Hulme x 2, Bramhall x 1

	2013
	7
	Manchester x 3, Cheadle Hulme x 2, Altrincham x 1, Bramhall x 1

	2012
	6
	Manchester x 3, Cheadle Hulme x 2, Altrincham x 1

	2011
	6
	Manchester x 2, Cheadle Hulme x 2, Bramhall x 1, Altrincham x 1


Merville Goldstone Trophy:
This proved to be a most successful event with 22 teams entering this year, one more than last year. There was a good spread of teams throughout the divisions. Starting the competition at the same time as the league is a good initiative which helps now the completion has another round to play. The same format should apply next year. A set of rules has been agreed and are displayed on web site.  Michael Byrne’s team won for the fifth year running (Michael Byrne, Michael Newman, John Holland, Alan Mould) defeating Jeff Morris’s team (Jeff Morris, John Hassett, Ollie Burgess, Rob Myers) and will therefore represent the County in the Pachabo.
Intermediate Pairs:

The Intermediate Pairs event was once again very successful with everyone enjoying the day of bridge. Thanks must be given to Barbara Lewis who worked hard to organise the event and to Joan Lewis for directing.
Cantor cup

Barbara Lewis reported that his went well with 12 tables, mainly recruited from MBC. Barbara is optimistic about getting numbers in future years and so would support keeping this event for newcomers. Thanks to Jeff Morris for his hard work in recruiting pairs. There were 8 juniors playing in the event.
Player of the Year Competition:

The revamped PotY for the intermediate category has been a success involving more players and making the competition a well contested event.

3.7
Congress Secretary (Irene Davies)

The 2016 Manchester Bridge Congress was held on Saturday and Sunday the 2nd and 3rd January at the V & A hotel. . On the Saturday there were 65 pairs in the Championship event and 19 pairs in the Player Progress Cup. On the Sunday there were 29 teams  in the Championship Teams and 14 pairs in the Kevin Comrie Cup. See chart for comparisons with previous years.
	MANCHESTER CONGRESS 
(statistics from Jeff Smith)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Pairs
	Teams
	Novice 1
	Novice 2
	Novice 3
	Novice 4
	Profit
	Loss

	2000
	72
	35
	18
	6
	16
	10
	
	£992.00

	2001
	68
	36
	18
	7
	16
	12
	
	£370.00

	2002
	71
	35
	11
	8
	12
	14
	 
	£533.00

	2003
	80
	43
	18
	6
	18
	17
	£665.00
	 

	2004
	66
	37
	20
	6
	15
	11
	 
	£472.00

	2005
	58
	29
	13
	6
	18
	16
	 
	£750.00

	2006
	58
	32
	13
	5
	12
	12
	
	 

	2007
	74
	35
	21
	8
	14
	13
	
	

	2008
	66
	33
	15
	0
	18
	9
	
	

	2009
	81
	37
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010
	64
	35
	9
	4
	6
	5
	
	

	2011
	72
	36
	8
	
	4
	
	
	

	2012
	79
	36
	30
	
	19
	
	
	

	2013
	74
	36
	13
	
	12
	
	
	

	2014
	74
	36
	14
	
	12
	
	
	£367.00

	2015
	68
	29
	14
	
	20
	
	
	£685.00

	2016
	65
	29
	19
	
	14
	
	
	£850.75

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


We had been concerned that the early date for the Congress might have affected the level of entries but this proved not to be the case. Once again the Congress attracted players from all over the country. About 1/3 of the players came from outside Manchester.  There were fewer juniors this year than in previous years, but still a pleasing number. In the non-expert events the numbers of the Saturday were good but not so good on the Sunday. The feedback from participants in all competitions was that the Congress was well run and very enjoyable. Mike and Sarah Amos were excellent directors and ensured that the event ran smoothly. For the first time we had a bridge bookstall run by Gordon Bickley which was a useful addition. Congress is only successful because of the unpaid hard work put in by a large team of people. Thanks to everyone involved in the organisation of the event.

Jeff Smith and Marianne Farr from Lancashire won the Pairs Trophy on the Saturday, with Richard Winter and Tom Cohen of Yorkshire second winning the Men’s Pairs trophy also. Top Manchester pair were Sam Herman and Peter Jones.  They were followed by the winners of the Mixed Trophy Barry Myers and Sally Brock.  Janet Tolan and Victor Ridding  finished in a very creditable in sixth place and Eddie Thornton-Chan and Tony Hodgson who were seventh. The Ladies pairs trophy was won by Irene Davies and Karen Reissmann and the Intermediate Trophy was won by Ann Thornton and Michael Greaney. In the teams Alec Smalley, Michael Newman, Joy and Irving Blakey managed a score of +81 IMPs which would normally be a winning score, but Sally Brock, Barry Myers, John Currie and Rodney Lighton had a huge score of +115 IMPs to win by a large margin.

In the teams B final Jason Hackett's team also posted a score of over 100 IMPs for an emphatic win. 

In the teams C final the Whitefield team of Avril Mattinson, Rosemary Rosenthal, Wendy Brentwood and Pam Ladbrooke were delighted to win in their first Congress.  Laura Covill from Oxford won the Junior prize. In the Players Progress Cup Sue Jones and Carol Straffon were the winners . In the Kevin Comrie Cup Liz Downie and Margaret Kelly were the winners. Two quizzes were set by Michael Byrne and Raymond Semp and a caption competition also kept players entertained.

The loss on the event has gone up from £685 last year to £850 this year. This was largely due to an increase of £400 on the cost of the venue and slightly higher costs for the Tournament Directors.       (We also had a loss in respect of the tea and coffee which we have an honesty box for payment. We were £110 short of our £336 bill.)  Entrance fees had been increased this year to £22.50 a day/ £40 for the weekend (from £20 and £35), but this did not compensate sufficiently for the loss. The loss we make on the Congress should be seen in the context of the amount of money the MCBA pays out each year for our elite players to play in national competitions. The Tollemache  alone in 2015 cost the Association  £1382 and the figure will be higher for 2016. This is money well spent but the money spent for Congress benefits a much wider section of our membership and should be considered in that light. We have decided to increase entry cost next year to £25 per day or £45 for the weekend. The entry fees for the Players Progress Cup and the Kevin Comrie Cup to increase by £1 to £8 for each event. The hotel’s charge for the room has been held at the same price.

Other issues from Congress.

· The 2017 event will again clash with the West Midlands Congress which has been brought forward a week. This presents problems for Mike & Sarah Amos who also TD that Congress. This issue is yet to be resolved.

· Car Parking was a big problem for lots of players. Despite  advertising that there was a parking  problem on our website many players came expecting to park in the old NCP car park next to the Hotel and were disappointed at having to park far away or pay £20 to use the Spinningfields car park. We will address this with better information for next year.

· There needs to be greater clarity on the Intermediate prizes criteria. Unfortunately, the criteria we used for determining the prize at the event was not the same as was on the leaflet.  We will make sure that the leaflet has the right criteria next year.

· The dinner break on the Saturday was too long. The first session finished early and the restart time was not altered. We will be more flexible with the restart time next year. Hopefully, this will mean an earlier finish on Saturday night and still give plenty of time for a nice meal.

· The PA System broke down and we had to use the Hotel’s which we got at the knock down price of £60 for the weekend. It was supposed to be £300.Kevin Comrie has tried to get it fixed but to no avail. We need to consider whether to buy or hire a new system or do without.

· Mike Amos felt that the barometer scoring was very time consuming and for little purpose. He does not want to do it next year.

3.8
Match Secretary (Michael Byrne)

National County League Finals
On Sunday 28 June 2015 the National Finals for the 2014 winners of the inter-county teams of eight leagues were held at Coventry Club.  This was a much better venue than West Midlands Bridge Club in particular because the half time meal was of excellent quality compared to the poor fare available at Solihull.  Manchester won the A Division final for only the second time in their eight appearances in the final.  The team was John Holland & Gary Hyett, Michael Byrne & Michael Newman, John Currie & Rodney Lighton and Alec Smalley & Tom Slater.

Presidents’ Cup

An unfortunate scheduling clash with the National County League Final meant that Manchester sent two completely different teams to the two days of the President’s Cup at Derby on 27 & 28 June.

There was a record entry of 13 teams.  Manchester finished 3rd.   The teams were:  Saturday John Currie & Rodney Lighton, John Holland & Gary Hyett, Alec Smalley & Tom Slater, Alan Jones & David Barton; Sunday Gillian McMullan & Neil Thomas, Jeff Morris & John Hassett, Ken Hassell & Raymond Semp, Peter Jones & David Audley.

Derbyshire Match
Manchester Bridge Club hosted this fixture on 5 July and Manchester won by 34 IMPS to regain the trophy.  The Manchester team was Richard Sinton & Kevin Higgins, Jeanne & Ron Bayly, Dhun Daji & Howard Stubbings, Marcelo & Elena Rosenbaum, Herbert Potts & Sylvia Massey and Karen Reissmann & Irene Davies.

Northern League

The final round of inter county matches for this season took place on Saturday 10th October.


In the A Division of the Northern League Manchester retained their title finishing 30 VPs ahead of Yorkshire 1.  This was the second year that Manchester had fielded two teams in the A Division.  During the season the A1 team were represented by Kath & Alan Nelson (3 matches), Bernard & Rhona Goldenfield (3 matches), John Currie & Rodney Lighton (3 matches), John Holland (2 matches), Alan Jones & David Barton (2 matches), Gary Hyett (2 matches), Michael Newman (2 matches), Michael Byrne, Alan Mould, Tom Slater, Alec Smalley.

In the B Division Manchester finished 2nd out of the eight teams finishing 25 VPs behind Lancashire.   During the season the B team were represented by Sylvia Massey (3 matches), Herbert Potts (3 matches), Ken Hassell (3 matches), Neil Thomas (3 matches), Peter Foster (2 matches), John Roberts (2 matches), David Olliver (2 matches), Sid Travers (2 matches), Nicholas Greer (2 matches), Jeanne Bayly, Ron Bayly, Ian Kane, Joyce Jones, Robert Jones, Eve Lighthill, Michael Newman, Raymond Semp, Joyce White, Bill White.
In the C Division Manchester finished 4th out of the seven teams.

Tollemache
In November the Manchester Tollemache team (John Holland & Alan Mould, Alec Smalley & Tom Slater, John Hassett & Jeff Morris, Michael Byrne & Michael Newman) won their nine team qualifying group finishing just ahead of Yorkshire who had been leading until the final round. Rodney Lighton was NPC.  Alec and Tom were outstanding in the Butler Rankings.  In the final held in February the Manchester team (John Holland & Alan Mould, Alec Smalley & Tom Slater, John Hassett & Jeff Morris, Michael Byrne & Gary Hyett) finished a creditable fourth to maintain their A seeding for the November 2016 Qualifying event.  Ollie Burgess was NPC.  Michael Byrne & Gary Hyett were the best Manchester pair in the Butler Rankings.
3.9
Green Point Secretary (Rhona Goldenfield)

In the GP Swiss Teams held on Sunday 19 July 2015 the attendance was 25 tables.  The event had been won by Raymond Semp, Alan Williams (Wales), Marianne Farr (Lancashire), Mike Nicholson (Lancashire).
The Green Point Pairs on Saturday 5 March 2016 had an attendance of 25 tables.  The event had been won by Ken Hassell and Ian Kane.
3.10
Chairman of Selectors (Ken Hassell)

The Committee have met six times since the last AGM. In these meetings they have
(a)
selected teams for the four sessions of the Northern League which involved two A division teams, one B division and one C division team.
(b)
selected teams for the Tollemache qualifying heats and the Tollemache final.
(c)
selected a team for the Presidents Cup.

(d)
selected a team for the all counties Super Final for Division A.

(e)
selected a team for the annual match against Derbyshire.

For all of these matches captains were nominated and, where possible, reserves selected.  Also, a review of the performance of these teams were undertaken, as well as the conditions under which they played. The Butler scores were noted together with the appropriate captain's report.
As a departure from previous years, the selection of the teams for the fourth session of the Northern League were not made until after session three had been played.

Also, the committee, under the leadership of Alan Mould prepared a paper on Selection Procedures and Policies. This was discussed at a meeting of the general council with most items resolved but with one or two matters to be decided at the AGM. Alan Mould to lead the discussion.

The committee recommended that a contingency fund be set up so that players that found playing in certain of these events financially difficult, help could be given. At a meeting of the Council this was agreed.


As in the past, the committee took into account the previous and present performances of the players before placing them in appropriate pools (in the case of the Northern League, A1, A2, B & C) and before asking for their availability for the various events.


So far, the teams selected have had mixed success. This is documented elsewhere and we wish the teams for the Derbyshire match, the Presidents Cup and the all counties Super Final every good fortune. The biggest problem for the selectors this year has been the availability of the players. This was particularly prominent in the Northern League. 

Finally, the aim of the selectors is to produce winning teams in all events save for Division C of the Northern League and the Derbyshire match which is giving as many players as possible the chance of playing for Manchester ( and as a bonus also winning).  Clearly, this year, the existence of the A2 team in the Northern League has had a detrimental effect on the chances of the B Division team; a problem that needs sorting in the future.  And, we need, new fresh blood, to volunteer to play for Manchester!
Following the submission of the report from KH the AGM was asked to vote on how the Selection Committee should select players for the A2 and B teams.  By 25 votes to 2 it was agreed that the Selection Committee could continue to select players for A2 and B subject to personal preferences of the players concerned and also to giving Manchester the best chance of winning the B Division.
3.11
Publicity Officer (Jeff Morris)


JKM continued to submit the County News for Manchester six times per year.  ITV news had taken an interest in Bridge as a sport.  The EBU had requested that MCBA talk to a journalist from Radio 5 Live and Paul Hackett, Michael Byrne and Jeff Morris had recorded an interview with same.
3.12
EBU Shareholders (Michael Newman, Sid Travers, Rodney Lighton)

Jeff Morris had attended the EBU AGM held on Wednesday 25 November.  The most contentious issue was that the EBU Board wanted to take over responsibility for appointing the members of the Selection Committee, Laws & Ethics Committee and the Tournament Committee.  MCBA had voted against this proposition and fortunately it did not receive the two thirds majority it needed to be introduced.
MCBA did not send a representative to the Shareholders meeting held on Thursday 12 May 2016.
3.13
Schools, Youth & Teachers Liaison (Jeff Morris)

No report received.
4
Player of the Year


The Player of the Year for 2016 had been won by Michael Newman.

In the Intermediate category the award was jointly won by Graham Campbell and George Leigh.
5
Election of President

Michael Byrne proposed that Eve Lighthill be re-elected as President.  The motion was seconded by Bernard Goldenfield and passed on a show of hands.
6
Election of Executive
6.1
Chairman


Irene Davies
Proposed by Haidee Tattersall and seconded by Kath Nelson.

6.2
Vice-Chairman


Michael Byrne

Proposed by Ann Thornton and seconded by Karen Sandler.

6.3
Secretary


Michael Newman


Proposed by Irene Davies and seconded by Ken Hassell.

6.4
Treasurer


Haidee Tattersall

Proposed by Michael Byrne and seconded by Rhona Goldenfield.
6.5
Membership Secretary


Karen Sandler
6.6
Tournament Secretary


Ann Thornton
6.7
Congress Secretary


Irene Davies
6.8
Match Secretary


Michael Byrne

6.9
League Secretary


Kath Nelson
6.10
Green Point Secretary


Rhona Goldenfield

7
Election of Other Officers

7.1
Publicity Officer


Jeff Morris

7.2
Schools, Youth & Teachers Liaison Officer


Jeff Morris

7.3
Auditor


Following the retirement of Denis Robson the County had approached Howard Stubbings who had kindly agreed to take over as Auditor.
7.4
Selection Committee


Gillian McMullan was stepping down from the Selection Committee.  

The other four selectors – Ken Hassell, Peter Jones, Alan Mould and Michael Newman were happy to stand again.  Further nominations to serve as Selectors were received for Roger Hopton and Steve Mattinson.

There were thus six nominations for five posts.  An election by secret ballot then took place managed by Irene Davies and Joan Lewis.  Following the ballot the following were declared as the five selectors for 2016 – 2017:-

Ken Hassell

Roger Hopton

Steve Mattinson

Alan Mould

Michael Newman
7.5
Conduct Committee


Lindsey Barnes


Ian Kane


Eve Lighthill


Alec Smalley


Sid Travers

7.6
Disciplinary Committee


Joy Blakey

Rod Franks


John Holland


Rodney Lighton


Kath Nelson

7.7
EBU Shareholders


The existing three Shareholders were happy to be nominated again and there were no new nominations so:-

Michael Newman


Sid Travers


Rodney Lighton

were duly elected to serve as EBU Shareholders for the coming year.
7.8
Tournament Committee


Ann Thornton as the Tournament Secretary would continue as Chairman of the Tournament Committee.

Raymond Semp and Joan Hinchliffe had retired from the Committee.  The MCBA Constitution did not specify a maximum number who could serve on the Committee and they were replaced by John Roberts and Haidee Tattersall.  The 14 members of the new committee were thus:-

Ann Thornton

Michael Byrne

Graham Campbell


Kevin Comrie

Irene Davies


Rhona Goldenfield


Barbara Lewis


Joan Lewis

Rodney Lighton


Alan Mould


John Roberts

Jeff Smith


Haidee Tattersall


Susan Triggs

7.9
Handbook Editor

Graham Winn
8
Any Other Business

JKM reported that a new event the Northern Counties Improvers Pairs had been established and 11 ½ tables had taken part in the early Spring in a heat at Manchester Bridge Club which had been won by Margaret Harris and Pat Turner.

9
Date of Next Meeting


Thursday 25 May 2017 at Manchester Bridge Club.

The meeting closed at 10:45 pm.
