Manchester Congress Quiz 2016: Answers 

A. History

1.  How is Charles Edward Louis John Casimir Sylvester Severino Maria Stuart who was born in Rome in 1720 and immortalised in a 19th century song better known? 
Bonnie Prince Charlie - his claim to the British throne through his grandfather James II did not come to pass following the Jacobite uprising of 1745
2. The longest continuously occupied palace in Europe was originally started by William the conqueror in the 11th century, used by Elizabeth I to watch the plays of William Shakespeare in the 16th century, and was the building  where Prince Albert died in the 19th century. What is its name?
Windsor Castle

3. In terms of who they succeeded, what connects Henry I, King John, Queen Mary, James II, William IV, and under controversial circumstances George VI?

They all succeeded their brother

4. The 4 most senior positions in the British government are referred to as the Great Offices of State – which is the only one that has never been held by a woman?

Chancellor of the exchequer. The only woman to be Foreign secretary was Margaret Beckett 2006-2007
5. Queen Dido founded what city state and empire that was located in what is now modern day Tunisia?

Carthage - its most famous citizen was Hannibal who crossed the alps with an army including elephants in 218 BC
6. Born in County Kilkenny in Ireland in 1758 though later emigrating, James Hoban is most famous for designing what building?

The White House
7. In which country was George I born and died?

Germany (Hanover)

8. Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Switzerland, Norway and Lithuania all declared what on September 1st 1939? 

Neutrality – though obviously not all of those countries remained that way since a lot were conquered by the Axis during World War II
B. Geography

9.  Which Olympic non capital city has the largest Greek speaking population outside of Greece?

Melbourne

10. The Group of 20 (or G20 as it’s popularly known) is an organisation made of 19 countries with the worlds largest economies, as well as the European union. 5 of those countries are entirely in Asia – name all 5

India, Japan, China, Indonesia and South Korea

11. The Kingdom of Bhutan has a Dragon, Dominica has a Parrot, Equador has a Condor and Sri Lanka has a lion – what’s the connection?
Symbols on flags

12. Of the 7 largest cities in Australia, 2 of them are also names of current British cities – which 2?
Perth and Newcastle

13. How many of the seven continents have more than half its population living in one country?
3 – Australasia (Australia), North America (USA), South America (Brazil)
14. Which three European Capital cities lie on rivers beginning with the letter T? 

London (Thames), Rome (Tiber) Lisbon (Tagus)

15. What term (also used to refer to a place where the internet can be obtained on an appropriate electronic device) is given to an area of volcanic instability that unusually may be located very far away from plate boundaries?

Hot Spot

16. Snow Fences and Snow sheds are man-made structures used to prevent and guard against what natural phenomenon?

Avalanches

C. Music

17. Johann Sebastien Bach although regarded as one of the greatest composers of all time was principally associated with what instrument during his life time?

Organ

18. What is the name of Elton John’s chief  lyricist with whom he has co-written the songs Crocodile Rock, Rocket Man and Goodbye Yellow Brick Road?
Bernie Taupin

19. What did the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, considered one of the finest in the World, not have until 1997? 
Female members

20. The band “Wilson Phillips” which famously featured in the film bridesmaids was founded by the children of the lead members of which pop bands of the 1960s?

The Beach Boys (Bryan Wilson) and the Mamas and Papas (John and Michelle Phillips)

21. What instrument found in the modern orchestra comes from the German words meaning “Bells” and “play”?
Glockenspiel

22.  Which British band was formed in 1996 at University College London as Pectoralz, before changing its name to Starfish, they assumed their current name in 1998 and have had 5 hit albums?
Coldplay

23.  Although it was part of the Austrian empire at the time of his birth Antonin Dvorac was considered to be which nationality? 

Czech

24. Which popular British singer and number one artist was born in November 1990 in Pristina in Kosovo? 

Rita Ora

D. TV and Film

25. What links the fictional characters Agent Scully from the X-files, Gil Grissom from CSI, Ross Geller from friends, First lady Abigail Bartlett from the West Wing and Martha Jones from Dr Who? 
They are all doctors  - Scully, Martha Jones, Abbie Bartlett are all MDs, Gil Grissom and Ross Geller are PHDs. 
26. Until 2006 two actors held the record for most Oscar nominations without actually winning, when they were tied on 7. One was born near Port Talbot in 1925, and the other of English Irish descent was born in 1932 and raised in Leeds – name them both. 

Richard Burton and Peter O Toole

27. Alan Dedicoat and Peter Dickson are not household names but have an important job on rival prime time television programmes every Autumn – what job?

Voice over artists, on Strictly come dancing and X Factor

28. The breath taking opening scene in the latest James Bond film Spectre, in which Bond wrestles with control of a helicopter over a crowd of thousands was set in (and filmed) in which country?

Mexico  - Set during the Day of the Dead festival
29. A newspaper Ad with what headline gives its name to the title of the 1985 film which gave Madonna her first big screen role?
Desperately seeking Susan

30. Rank these popular British Quiz shows in order (biggest first) of the numbers of episodes that have been produced as of January 1st 2016:

Egg Heads, Weakest Link, Who wants to be a millionaire and University Challenge. 

Weakest Link, University Challenge, Egg Heads, Who wants to be a millionaire

31. “Pucks” an American drama featuring Matt Le Blanc as an Ice Hockey coach. “When the whistle blows” a BBC drama based around a canteen and “TGS with Tracy Jordan” (an American Comedy show similar to Saturday night live) are all television shows but at the same time they are not – why not?
They are all fictional shows within shows – Pucks features in the sitcom “episodes” starring Tamsin Greig and Stephen Mangan, “When the whistle blows” featured in Extras starring Ricky Gervais and TGS with Tracy Jordan was in 30 Rock. 

32. The 1995 crime thriller Heat saw the first scenes between Robert DeNiro and Al Pacino, two legendary American actors that had previously co-starred (though never been onscreen simultaneously) in which classic film?

The Godfather part II

E. Arts and books

33. How are the characters of Bree and Shasta better known in the title of the least famous of all of CS Lewis’s Narnian novels?

The horse and his boy

34. Which artist spent the years 1940-1948 in New York, and was one of the reasons that it developed into a leading centre for post war art?

Salvadore Dali
35. Eleonora Fagan, a leading figure in American Jazz who was born in Philadelphia in 1915, better known?

Billy Holiday

36. A thousand splendid suns was the second novel of Afghan-American author Khaled Husseni. What was the first?

The Kite Runner

37. Which knight in Arthurian legend was the son of Lancelot and mostly associated with his quest for the Holy Grail?

Sir Galahad

38. What dance can be preceded by the words Peruvian, Venezualan,  cross-step or Scandinavian?

Waltz

39. Which character first introduced in a classic children’s novel of 1908 is actually a water vole, despite his name?

Ratty, from Wind in the Willows
40. Now made more famous by its key role in several modern films, in classical mythology who was the owner of Mjolnir?
Thor (it was his hammer)

F. Science and Nature

41.  Located on the periodic table between Iron and Nickel, what is the only chemical element that ends with the letter t?

Cobalt

42. Cosmic inflation, The Bing bang theory, and Newton’s theory of universal gravitation are all part of which field of physics?

Astrophysics

43. Two unusual creatures that tend to only exist in captivity what are Ligers and Tigons and what is the difference between the two? 

Male Lion/ Female Tiger offspring, Male Tiger/Female Lion

44. The drug digitalis which can be used as both a poison and a remedy for heart disease shares its name with, and is extracted from which common garden plant?
Foxglove

45. After the Great white shark, the next two species responsible for a large number of attacks on humans are both names after other animals – which two?  

Bull Shark and Tiger Shark
46. There are 14 elements in the periodic table named after (real) people. Name 3 of them

Eisteinium         Meitnerium     Gadolinium   Mendolevium   Lawrencium
Curium              Bohrium          Fermium        Noblium           Rutherfordium

Seaborgium      Roentgenium  Copernicium Flerovium
47. Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, a French scientist who fought for France against the Prussians, was first to develop (but not popularise) what biological theory that explains great natural variation on earth?

Evolution

48. The term “growing season” refers to the number of days with an average 24 hour temperature of at least what? 

5 degrees
G. Ditloids

49. 8848 Metres = Height  of Mount Everest
50. 225Squares on a Scrabble Board
51. 23rd April 1616 = Death of William Shakespeare
52. 284 Stations on the London Underground
53. 72Years = Length of Reign of Louis 14th the Sun King  

54. 9 Rooms + 6 Weapons + 6 Characters in the Game of Cluedo
55. 27 Bones in the Human Hand  
56. Chancellor of Exchequer Lives at 11 Downing Street
H. Lyrical Challenge

57. (I love you) I know you love me, 
    (I want you) how could I disagree?

 (So that's why) I make no protest, 
(When you say) you will do the rest - Go West
The Village People 1979, Pet Shop Boys 1993
58. Decades of denial is simply why I'll be king undisputed, respected, saluted

and seen for the wonder I am.Yes, my teeth and ambitions are bared 

Be Prepared!
Jemremy Irons, The Lion King 1994

59.  Are there lilac trees in the heart of town? Can you hear a lark in any other part of town? Does enchantment pour out of every door?  No, it's just on the street where you live
My Fair Lady, Lerner and Lowe 1956

60. That's a lot to learn, what can I give you in return? If you wanted the moon

I would try to make a star but I would rather you let me give my heart 

To Sir with Love

Lulu 1967

61. The scars of your love, they leave me breathless. I can't help feeling we could have had it all, you're gonna wish you never had met me, Rolling in the Deep
Adele 2010

62. . Oh baby when you talk like that you make a woman go mad

So be wise (si) and keep on (si) reading the signs of my body (no fighting)

And I'm on tonight you know my Hips don’t lie
Shakira  2006

63. If you really love him and there’s nothing I can do, don’t try to spare my feelings just tell me that were throooooooooooooough.

And make it easy on yourself
Burt Bacharach 1962, Dione Warwick, the Walker Brothers

64. Where the stallion meets the sun I could love you, yeah build my world around you Never leave you till my life is done.

Baby I want you come, come, come into my arms. Let me feel the wonder of all of you could it be magic?
Barry Manilow, Donna Summer, Take That 

65.. We all will be together if the Fates allow. Hang a shining star upon the highest bough. And Have yourself a merry little Christmas now
Judy Garland 1944

66. You hear the door slam and realize there's nowhere left to run. You feel the cold hand and wonder if you'll ever see the sun. You close your eyes and hope that this is just imagination. But all the while you hear the creature creepin' up

Behind. You're out of time  - Thriller
Michael Jackson 1983

67.  Like a summer rose it needs the sun and rain

Oh, I need your sweet love to beat all the pain 
I just don’t know what to do with myself    
Dusty Springfield 1964
