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Manchester Congress 2017 - Answers
 
Q1. Their effectiveness being seen at conflicts such as the Battle of Jaffar and the Siege of Jerusalem in 1099, with what weapon were the Genoese military corps principally armed and most associated with?
 
Crossbows
 
Q2.  Alexei Nikolaevich, the only son of Tsar Nicholas II had a lifelong illness which was thought to be inherited from his great grandmother Queen Victoria though it affected none of his 4 sisters - which disease?
 
Haemophilia
 
Q3.  The Village of Eyam in Derbyshire is famously associated with (and celebrates on the last Sunday in August) what historical event that gave it the chance to save many lives? 
 
The Bubonic Plague – The Village famously closed its borders to avoid spreading the disease, 80% of the population died but the spread was halted.
 
Q4.  Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castille were the joint rulers of Spain whose marriage is said to have united the country, all 5 children of their children were married in major royal houses of Europe in order to secure their future. Into which royal house did their youngest daughter marry?
 
Tudor – Catherine of Aragon married Prince Arthur, and subsequently Henry VIII. The other 4 houses for the real history addicts were the Royal House of Portugal (2 daughters), The Holy Roman Empire, and the Habsburgs of Austria.
 
Q5.  Who at the age of 84 was Britain’s oldest prime minister and also the only one to serve four separate terms?
 
William Gladstone
 
Q6. Sir Henry Percy, a dashing knight of the 14th century slain in rebellion at the battle of Shrewsbury was known by what nickname that both features in Henry IV part I as well as survives today in a well-known sporting team ?
 
Hotspur
 
Q7. Who married the widow Martha Dandridge Custis in 1759, thus making him one of the wealthiest men in Virginia? 
 
George Washington
 
Q8.   The “Auld alliance” is the name given to the military pact between which two European countries during the 12th-15th centuries? 
 
Scotland and France  -  as typified by Mary Queen of Scots marriage to Frances II of France
 
Geography
 
Q9. What connects the cities of Geneva, Gothenburg, Damascus, Barcelona, Cape Town, Busan and Kosice?
 
They are all the second largest city of countries beginning with S – Switzerland, Syria, Spain, South Africa, South Korea and Slovakia.
 
Q10. Through which 7 South American Countries does the Andes pass?
 
Venezuela, Columbia, Chile, Peru, Equador, Bolivia, Argentina 
 
 
Q11. Containing the birthplace of Henry VII and a 186 mile walking trail and named after one of its principle towns what is the most Westerly county in Wales?
 
Pembrokeshire
 
Q12. At what degrees of latitiude do the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn occur?
 
23 degrees, roughly ¼ of the way up the Northern (and down the Southern) Hemisphere
 
Q13. With a name meaning the blue eye of Siberia, what is the largest freshwater lake in the world and also the deepest?
 
Lake Baikal
 
Q14. Which way round do cyclones flow and does it change depending on location? 
 
Anti-Clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere and Clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere
 
Q15. Which continent is the second largest by population, and which two other continents did it overtake in the 1990s and then in the 2000s?
 
Africa, which overtook Europe and then North America
 
Q16. Which River flows through more countries than any other in the World?
 
The Danube  which flows through ten in Eastern Europe, though it’s drainage basin covers 9 more 
 
Music
 
Q17. How is Timothy Zachary Mosely, born in Norfolk, Virginia in 1972 better known?
 
Timbaland  (Often mistaken for Justin Timberlake)
 
Q18. “The three Bs” is a sobriquet given to three of the greatest composers of all time, one of whom is Ludwig Von Beethoven. The other two share the same first name – what is it?
 
Johannes  - Brahms and Bach
 
Q19. Following a period of illness the popular music band “The Groves” changed their name to “Lawson” in honour of David Lawson – who is he?
 
He is the surgeon that performed life saving surgery on the lead singer
Andy Brown.  
 
Q20. What significance does the number 65 have with Adele’s record breaking music career which has involved her winning an Oscar, Grammy and a Golden Globe?
 
Her three albums are 19, 21 and 25, (her age when she released them) added together make 65
 
Q21. What musical term is used to denote a section of music that brings a piece to its end? Its musical notation is a letter o with a cross through it. 
 
Coda
 
Q22. In the famous Prokoviev piece “Peter and the Wolf” what musical instrument is used to designate the Wolf?
 
French Horn
 
Q23. Florence Ballard who died tragically in 1976 aged 32 years old, was originally a member of what band before being pushed out due to alcoholism and depression – her story was the basis of an Oscar winning film and musical?
The Supremes (The film and musical being “dreamgirls”) 
 
 
Q24.  How did singer Justin Timberlake have 204 million viewers for his live performance of his latest number 1 single “Can’t stop the feeling” on 14th May 2016?
 
He was the halftime act at the Eurovision Song Contest
 
D. TV and Film 
 
 
Q25. How is Diana, princess of Themyscira, a fictional character who first appeared in  December 1941 to be better known in a film due for release in June 2017?  
 
Wonder Woman, played by Israeli actress Gal Godot
 
Q26. Isla Nublar and Isla Sauna are the setting for which series of science fiction adventure films which was first released in the early 1990s?
 
Jurassic Park (and World)
 
Q27. What type of anthramorphic animals were Trigger and Nutsy the dim-witted guards in Disney 1973 classic Robin Hood?
 
Vultures – One of them had a notoriously unreliable crossbow called “Betsy” which kept misfiring
 
Q28.  Finally revealed in series 6 of Game of Thrones what is the relationship between Jon Snow played by 30 year old Kit Harrington, and Daenerys Targaryen played by 30 year old Emilia Clarke? 
 
She is his aunt, her older brother Rhaegar was Jon Snows father (“You know nothing Jon Snoooow”)
 
Q29. In the West Wing it was New Hampshire then Texas, in House of cards it was South Carolina and in Commander in Chief it was Connecticut – what was?
 
Homestate of the fictional president, Jed Bartlett, Matt Santos, Frank Underwood and Mc.Kenzie Allen. 
 
Q30. Which critically acclaimed British series was adapted for American audiences under the title “Gracepoint”, and for French audiences as “Malaterra”? In the UK it was first seen on screens in March 2013 and will have its final 3rd series broadcast in 2017. 
 
Broadchurch
Q31. Which real life father and daughter have earned actors and actresses portraying them 6 Oscar nominations including two wins?  (The wins were in 1998 and 1933)
 
Henry VIII and Elizabeth I , the wins for Judy Dench and Charles Lawton.
 
Q32. “Discovery” set to start on television in May 2017 is the much heralded new franchise in what long running adventure series?
 
Star Trek
 
E. Arts and Books
 
Q33. The songs Rhythm of Life and Big Spender are taken from what musical?
 
Sweet Charity – A musical about a woman that is repeatedly pushed into a duck pond
 
Q34. What connects Northern Lights written by Phillip Pullman in 1995, Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone written by JK Rowling in 1997, and The Visitor the 4th book in the Lee Child series about Jack Reacher ? 
 
They all changed their name in the US – Northern lights became the Golden Compass, Philosopher was changed to Sorcerer, the Visitor became Running Blind. 
 
Q35. The term  “impressionism” referring to an art movement with emphasis on light strokes, movement and angles came from the title of whose 1874 painting of the harbour in his hometown of Le Havre? 
 
Claude Monet
 
Q36. The tune “The infernal galop” by Jacques Offenbach is most associated with which dance originally called chahut from the French word meaning tittle tattle?
 
The Can-Can  The song going Da-dah, Dah-dah-dah-dah, dah-dah, dah-dah-dah-dah
 
Q37. Which fictional character who first appeared in 1939 is sometimes given the moniker (amongst others) of “The World’s Greatest Detective”. 
 
Batman Also known as the Caped crusader and Dark Knight 
 
 
Q38.  In which seaside town is the “Turner Contemporary” a museum dedicated to the work of JMW Turner who spent much time there starting in the late 1780s?
 
Margate
 
Q39.  Which novel published in two volumes in the early 17th century is apparently the best selling book of all time, and gives rise to an adjective meaning forsaking practicality in the name of lofty ideals?
 
Don Quixote Giving rise to the term quixotic and the expression “Tilting at Windmills”
 
Q40.  Complete the line of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s historical based poem - Listen my children and you shall hear of the midnight ride of....who?
 
Paul Revere  - The Boston Silversmith who alerted the colonists to the British attack during the American War of Independence
 
 
F. Ditloids
 
Q41. A Picture is Worth 1000 Words    
         
Q42. The Great Wall of China is 5500 Miles Long  
 
Q43. 4 Countries in South America have a Coastline on the Pacific Ocean, 7    
        on the Atlantic Ocean 
 
Q44. 97 is The Lowest Prime Number Under 100   
     
Q45. 17 = Cube Root of 4913        
  
Q46. I am 16, Going On 17 From the Sound of Music 
 
Q47. 8 Cranial Bones and 14 Facial Bones in the Human Skull
 
Q48. 4 Wins and 8 Nominations for Katherine Hepburn at the Oscars
 
 
G. Science and nature
 
Q49. The IUPAC decided on November 28th 2016 that leading Russian scientist Yuri Oganessian would become the latest person (and only the second living) to have what?
 
An element in the Periodic table named after him, formerly 118 Unonoctium is now Oganesson
 
Q50. Which simple scientific theory, now understood and accepted by every school child was first published in 1543 by the Polish Mathematician and Astronomer Nicholas Copernicus, having previously been thought of by the Greek philosopher Aristarkus?
 
Heliocentrism – That the planets revolve around the Sun and not the other way round.
 
Q51. In the name of the species King Cobra and King Snake, the term King is not merely symbolic, it indicates they are ophiophagic – what does this mean? 
 
They eat other snakes! 
 
Q52. Which planet’s name translated from Chinese and Japanese means “Sea King star?”
 
Neptune – since there is no Chinese word for the God Neptune
 
Q53. Galen of Pergamon was principally known for his early work in the field of which Science and is thus known as the Father of….what?
 
Medicine, although it took a long time to get an appointment with him
 
Q54.  What is the only known predator of the great white shark?
 
The Killer Whale, despite one being eaten in Jaws
 
Q55. Which type of bear, (one of the largest on the planet) is named after the Archipelago in Southern Alaska where it is exclusively found?
 
Kodiak Bear
 
Q56. What colour are the male (drones) red imported fire ants?
 
Black
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
H. Lyrical Challenge
 
Below are a few lines of several well-known pop songs, with a final missing line. All you have to do is complete the missing line, which is also the title of the song. This year in addition to pop songs, some taken from musicals are included
 
Q57. They said someday you'll find all who love are blind
When you heart's on fire you must realize Smoke gets in your Eyes
 
Written for the musical Roberta in 1933 then recorded by Paul Whitemen and then the Platters
 
Q58.  She is smiling alone in the lamplight
The withered leaves collect at my feet and the wind begins to moan Memory
 
From the Musical Cats, made famous by Elaine Page in 1981
 
Q59. I'm sure that you are! There's more than one car with stickers
on. And lots of young guys wear corduroy pants. And I'd know if he hadn't gone!
Take that look off your face
 
From the musical Tell me on Sunday in 1978, made famous by Marti Webb in1980
 
Q60.  Most people looked at him with terror and with fear but to Moscow chicks he was such a lovely dear
He could preach the bible like a preacher full of ecstasy and fire
But he also was the kind of teacher women would desire
Ra Ra Rasputin
 
Boney  M, 1978
 
Q61.  Envy will hurt itself let yourself be beautiful
Sparkling love, flowers and pearls and pretty girls
Love is like an energy rushin' rushin' inside of me
The Power of Love 
 
Frankie goes to Hollywood, 1984
 
 
Q62. I don't want to say goodbye, for the Summer
Knowing the love we'll miss so let us make a pledge to meet in September
Sealed With a kiss
 
First released by the Four voices in 1960, but made famous by Brian Hyland in 1962 and Jason Donavon in 1989
 
Q63. But there's nothing in nature that freezes your heart l like years of being alone 
It paints you with indifference like a lady paints with rouge 
And the worst of the worst the most hated and cursed, is the one that we call Scrooge
 
From the musical film A Muppets Christmas Carol in 1992 considered by many to be the greatest Christmas film of all time
 
 
Q64. We both vowed that we’d be one, Now you’re gone I don’t know why, sometimes I cry! You didn’t say goodbye, you didn’t take the time to lie
Bang Bang 
 
Cher 1966, then subsequently Nancy Sinatra
 
 
Q65. And when you go, when you slam the door
        I think you know that you won't be away too long
        You know that I'm not that strong
        Just one look and I can hear a bell ring
        One more look and I forget everything
        Mamma Mia! 
 
Abba 1975
 
Q66. Right now the only thing that keeps me hanging on, when I feel my strength yeah it’s almost gone, I remember mama said You can’t Hurry love 
 
The Supremes 1966, Phil Collins 1983
 
Q67. Like a river flows surely to the sea, Darling so it goes some things are meant to be,take my hand, take my whole life too 
I can’t help, falling in love with you
 
Elvis Presley
 
Q68. Who am I to disagree? I travel the World and the Seven Seas, Everybody’s looking for something, Sweet Dreams are made of this
 
Eurythmics 1983
 
 
 
 
Q69.  You better beware, I swear I'm gonna be there one day when you fall
I could never let you cast aside -  the greatest love of all
There's no fight you can't fight this battle of love with me, You win again
 
The Bee Gees 1987
 
 
Q70. Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, and how many times must the cannon balls fly
Before they're forever banned?
The answer my friend, is blowing in the wind
 
Newly minted Nobel Laureate Bob Dylan 1963
