             Match secretary’s report 2016-17

Presidents Cup 2016 – Bradford Bridge Club 18th/19th June
Manchester won the Presidents Cup by what may have been a record margin, starting slowly and then building up a huge lead on the Sunday. 

The team won all of its matches and finished 27 Victory points clear of second place. The team was Tom Slater/Alec Smalley, Michael Byrne/Michael Newman, Kath/Alan Nelson, John Currie (with Michael Newman replacing Dave Barton), Gary Hyett (with Michael Byrne on the Saturday). And finally pride of place go to Raymond Semp/Toby Nonnenmacher, who with a partnership difference in age of 61 years managed +190 imps on the butler, over 2 imps per board! 
(Tom, Alec and Michael Byrne were all over +100 imps as well) 
Derbyshire Match – East Midlands Bridge Centre, Spondon Bridge Club 3rd July

Manchester was represented by 
Tricia Blum/Simon Townsend 
Victor Ridding/Janet Tolan

Barbara Eastabrook/Adam Wiseberg

Chris Baker/Jim O'Neill

Liz & Steve Halstead

Graham Campbell/Lindsay Barnes (Captain).
They lost the first half by 35 IMPs but won the second by 1 IMP.

National Inter County league Finals – Coventry Bridge Club July 10th

Manchester won the A division of the inter-county leagues on July 10th at Coventry for the second year running.  
The team was: 
Michael Byrne / Michael Newman  (+44)
Kath / Alan Nelson                          (+16)
Alec Smalley / Tom Slater               (+31)
Alan Mould  / Rodney Lighton.        (+23)
They held a small lead over Avon and Warwickshire at half time, but pulled away to win comfortably in the second half.  
Tollemache 
Qualifier – Birmingham Holiday Inn Airport November 18th/19th
Manchester was represented by

John Holland  /  Gary Hyett                 +30
Alan Mould (+70) / Ollie Burgess        +50
Michael Newman / Michael Byrne      -3
Alec Smalley / Tom Slater                  -12
The team started badly on the Saturday but played well on the Sunday and qualified with 1 victory point to spare. 
In the final held on February 14th/15th in Solihull the team was represented by new Caps Andrew Woodcock / Catherine Draper   (+23)  as well as

John Holland / Alan Mould                                       (+26)

Michael Byrne / Michael Newman                            (-45)

Tom Slater / Alec Smalley                                        (-69)

Gary Hyett / John Hassett were also selected but Gary Hyett declined to play

The team finished a disappointing 6th out of 8. 
Northern Bridge League
A Division:

Manchester won match 1, 2nd in match 2, 3rd in match 3, and won match 4 to win with 252 VPs ahead of Yorkshire 2 on 243 and Lancs on 239, the closest it has been for some time. 

Well done to:
1) John Holland, Toby Nonnenmacher, Nicholas Greer, Neil Thomas, Alec Smalley, Michael Newman, Kath Nelson, Alan Nelson

2) Alan Mould, Ollie Burgess, John Holland, Gary Hyett, Michael Byrne, Toby Nonnemacher, Alec Smalley, Michael Newman
3) Alan Mould, Robert M, Alec Smalley, Tom Slater, Kath and Alan Nelson, Joy and Irving Blakey
4) Alan Mould, Ollie Burgess, John Holland, Gary Hyett, Michael Byrne, Michael Newman, Alec Smalley, Tom Slater

The A2 team came bottom in most matches and finished 6th overall. 
They were represented by: Kath and Alan Nelson, Raymond Semp, Peter Jones, Sylvia Massey, Herbet Potts, Raymond Semp, Peter Jones, Pete Foster, John Roberts, Joyce and Bill White, Andy Green, David Sarabowski, Jeanne and Ron Bayly, David Pennington, Eddie Thornton Chan, Tony Hodgson, David Oliver, Sid Travers, 
B Division: 
In the B division Manchester started steadily with two second places to put it in 1st. The 3rd week went very badly and we dropped, but on the final day Manchester crushed all before it and rose to the top of the table just ahead of Lancashire. They now qualify for the all counties super final held in July. 
1) Peter Jones, Barbara Lewis, Chris Hine, Stephen Ward, Howard Stubbings, Dhun Dhaji, Sylvia Massey, Herbet Potts, 

2) Eve Lighthill, Ken Hassell, Joyce Jones, Robert Jones, David Olliver, Sid Travers, Neil Thomas, Nicholas Greer
3) Steve Mattinson, David Pennington, Gillian McMullan, Roger Hopton, Nicholas Greer, Neil Thomas, Herbet Potts, Sylvia Massey
4) Pete Foster, John Roberts, Gillian McMullan, Neil Thomas, Eve Lighthill, Ken Hassell, Joyce and Robert Jones 

C Division: 
The C team never managed to finish above average in any matches and cam bottom. 
1) Karen Reismann, Irene Davies, Janet Tolan, Victor Ridding, Susan Triggs, Graham Winn, Karen Jones, Barbar Eastabrook
2) Linda Williams, Ann Thornton, Roger Hopton, David Fussell, Elena and Marcelo Rosenbaum, Michael Wymer, Mel Pelham
3) Gordon Bickley, John Parry, Adam Wiseberg, Paul Beckwith, Paul Worswick, Anne Whitehead, Haidee Tattersall and emergency stand in Ken Hassell

4)Irene Davies, Karen Reismann, Ann Thornton, Paul Murray, Joan Lewis, Roy Higginbottom, Liz and Steve Halstead
