MICHAEL NEWMAN
1960 – 2020
Hugely proud to have been a member of the Manchester team which won the Pachabo (national county team of four championship) in 2015, 2018 and 2019. (To date the only years in which Manchester has won this event since the North West split into three counties in 1987.)
Member of the winning team of eight in the Garden Cities Trophy on three occasions in 2003, 2015 and 2017.
Member of the winning team of eight in the National County League final on three occasions – 2011, 2015 and 2016.

Won the Ben Franks Trophy six times including the last three times I competed in the event (2014, 2015 and 2017).

In the Manchester league member of Michael Byrne’s St Titus team on all seven occasions in which St Titus have won the league in the last thirteen years (2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, 2016, 2019 and 2020).
Won the Goldstone Trophy on ten occasions including seven out of the last eight years.
I would like to pay tribute to my main partner Michael Byrne.  When I started to play with Michael about 20 years ago there was a significant disparity between my understanding of bidding and my understanding of play and defence.  Over the years Michael has shown great patience and devoted a significant amount of time by e-mail and face to face to close the gap between my bidding and the rest of my game.  Many of the achievements listed above would simply not have occurred without Michael’s input in this regard.

If I had to select a Bridge hand for which I have the fondest memories then I would choose one from the National County League final held in July 2016.
	South
	West
	North
	East

	Pass

Pass

Pass
	1 Diamond
3 Spades

4NT
6 Hearts

	Pass
Pass

Pass

All Pass
	1 Heart

4 Hearts
5 Clubs



I was South and found myself on lead to the slam holding:-

109872
42
QJ

A432
Clearly West had a very good hand for in spite of East signing off over West’s splinter bid of 3 Spades this had not deterred West from RKCB.

The distribution of the West hand was likely to be either 1=4=5=3 or 1=4=6=2 with the latter far more likely both in view of West continuing over the signoff and South’s Diamond holding.
As Dummy held a singleton Spade there seemed little point in leading a Spade.  My Diamond holding was ominous and suggested that it would be easy for Declarer to establish the Diamonds.

That left Clubs.  The probability of the Dummy holding the King of Clubs was fairly high as if West’s Clubs were only say Qx he would be very foolish to continue with the risk of two quick Club losers.  Therefore the best chance of defeating the contract seemed to be to hope that either the Club holding in the Dummy was KJ or alternatively that it was Kx with Declarer holding the Jack.  Accordingly I found the opening lead of a low Club and was rewarded when the Dummy did indeed hold Kx and Declarer J10xx.  Declarer played low from the Dummy and North quickly won the Queen saying “good lead” and returned a Club for one down.  On any other lead the score would have been 980 to East West.  This hand was one of the questions in the EBU Magazine in Alan Mould’s regular feature on Opening Leads in December 2016 and as an answer in the February 2017 issue.
