Goldstone Cup Conditions of Contest
The Goldstone Cup is the MCBA Green Pointed knock out competition. The winners represent Manchester in the Pachabo Cup.  Matches are played privately between October and April.  £80 prize for the winners and entry to the Pachabo paid for by MCBA.  There will be a £40 prize for the runners up.

This is an EBU level 4 event. All players must be EBU members with primary allegiance to Manchester.  Matches are 32 board knockout with IMP scoring.  (24 boards in the preliminary and first full round unless both captains want 32).  Players may only play for one team in the event.
MCBA will pay for the final which must be played at a bridge club allowing spectators.  For the final there will be no closed room, so spectators will be allowed to watch at either table. 
(Spectators will not be allowed to go from one room to another during the same set, so they can't watch a board being played twice).
The top team in the draw has the home venue, the home team should offer four dates and, if the away team requests it, to include one on a weekend (Saturday or Sunday).
Choice of sets – if 24 boards are played, then they shall be played in two sets of 12 swapping at half time. For matches of 32 boards, they should be played in four sets of eight scoring up after each set, a coin is tossed to decide seating rights, the winning captain selects one set of eight boards in which he will have seating rights (the other captain having named his line up), the opposing captain selects two of the three remaining sets in which he has the seating rights and the remaining stanza is then taken by the captain who had first choice.  
If the home team wishes to use duplimated boards, they should inform the other team prior to the match and agree how the boards will be provided. The home team should provide suitable refreshments.

In the case of a dispute a ruling from a director outside the Manchester area should be sought. The following are suitable people to provide a ruling

David Stevenson
0151 677 7412

Phil Godfrey

07702 735587

Gordon Rainsford
07908 730 774 

Robin Barker

01392 259 081

Jeremy Dhondy
07967 475 925 

Jason Hackett
07793 110268

Match dates/extensions

The dates for the completion of each round are shown on the website for the event.  Teams are expected to play by the completion dates. 

If a match is not played by the deadline date and extension date then the organiser will award it to the home team providing they have offered four valid dates that fall within the play period.  If the home team has not offered four valid dates then the match is awarded to the away team provided they have offered sufficient valid dates. 
If the teams are not able to play the match by the round’s final date, but are able to play close to the final date, they can request an extension from the organiser.  If an extension of more than a week is requested, then to avoid disadvantaging the team in the next round, an extension will only be granted if both teams can agree a match date with the team they will be meeting in the next round (must be before the next round’s final date).
