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Notes of the MCBA Executive Meeting 
Held on Tuesday 2nd April 2024 online via Zoom
Present: 
Irene Davies (Chairman), Alan Mould (Secretary), Rhona Goldenfield, Joy Blakey, Royce Alexander, Barbara Lewis, John Roberts, Espen Gisvold 
1. Apologies for Absence
Michael Byrne, Alec Smalley.
2. Notes of Last Meeting held 30th January 2024

Accepted as a correct record.
3. Matters Arising
3.1.   
Re 3.2:
Action: MGB to look at running a jack high event.

No progress to date.
 

3.2.  
Re 4:

Action: BL to contact OC to try to renegotiate this.
OC unwilling to organise and run Congress
3.3.  
Re 5:

Action: ID to talk to Celia Comrie re Cantor Cup.

3.4.  
Re 6:

Action: AM to contact SC re a Merseyside match
Response from SC circulated
3.5.  
Re 7:

Action: AM to email Ds re President’s Cup 

Decision.
Complete

3.6.  
Re 9:

Action: Give DS some county TD experience.

3.7.  
Re 9:

Action: Ask Gordon Bickley to direct some county events.

3.8.  
Re 11:

Agreed: AGM will be F2F only and to have a

prize giving.

3.9.  
Re 13:

Action: AM to contact EG to ask whether he

wants to organise Norway match in future 

Complete

3.10. Re 16:

Action: AM to email AS and BL about the best

day and time for Exec meetings

Complete


None of these were taken.
4. Festival of Bridge
EG: Manchester-French match (“twin towns”) going well. BL and B&CHBC suggested having a county Sims running during the event. Clubs have not yet really grasped the festival is there for them to organise, not to be organised for them.
ID: Chorley Monday club have agreed to donate their table money.

BL: Have invited ABC to play a match against B&CHBC. Wine and cheese on Sat. Pursue SIMS for clubs in the county.

EG: Sims will be a very good idea but will be limited to EBU affiliated clubs only.

ID: Shopping centre idea may fly for MBC. Has approached a restaurant in Didsbury that would be happy to have posters etc and people playing bridge.

EG: The Trafford Centre would be a good idea. Can get a letter from CRUK.

EG: Stockport CC are looking to put up the twin towns on their website.

RA: Get bridge teachers to explain what is happening.

Agreed: EG to try to organise an event at the Trafford BC on 7/09/2024.
ID: Spoken to Chorlton BC about crazy bridge in a pub during the festival. 

EG: Try to encourage all the clubs to get back to EG this month about what they are planning to do.

Agreed: RG will contact Besses BC; BL know what ABC is going to do, ID will speak with Ashton.

EG: The EBU will pay all the UMS to CRUK. Anything extra we send direct to CRUK.

JR: Asked about the twin town event and whether the SC were to be involved. EG confirmed that the answer was no. All Manchester players will sit EW, all French NS. Shireen Mohandes is being very helpful.

The meeting thanked EG for all his hard work.

5. Summer F2F League
RA: Planning on sending out email to league captains and mention intending to run summer F2F league. Will liaise with EG to put something on website. Will be about 4 F2F matches between June and Sept. Entry is free this year. If 10 teams then 2 divs of 5 teams. Give it a go and see what happens. 24 boards on discrete VP scale.
EG: Already a page where you can register for this. RA can suggest changes if wanted.
6. Proposed Change to UMS
ID: EBU is proposing to change the UMS to a flat rate plus a 1p/board. Yorkshire CBA have circulated a set of complaints about it.
AM confirmed that he had circulated the email from the EBU to affiliated clubs and highlighted that this was something they may want to comment on.

The feeling of the meeting was that this was not something to get hot under the colla about.
7. Congress
ID: OC will organise Congress if he is given carte blanche – not otherwise. So no interference about negeotiating the hotel rates, or tea/coffee or format (the Sunday will be Swiss teams), etc etc
JB: If he is going to control everything then he has us over a barrel. It ishis event them not ours
BL: Needs to trust OC and her.

The feeling of the meeting was that we had no choice in that the Congress would not happen unless OC organised it.

Agreed: Accept OC’s proposal for next year. See how it goes.

8. Lancashire Match Return Fixture and other matches
IG: When do we want the return match? 

JR: No thought given to the return match yet. 30th June is Lancs, next weekend is Pres Cup, weekend after that is NBL 1. Return match should be a long way away from these.
RG: Suggested November for return match.

Action: ID to write to Jeff Smith suggesting 16-17 or 23-24 Nov for the return match.

JR: Asked about the format. ID confirmed that it is 6 pairs “best players” and 6 pairs Jack high. Unlikely to be rigorously enforced. 

Merseyside match
JR: Happy to have it but would need to be F2F and away from other matches.

Action: AM to contact M&CBA about the match.
NBL

JR: 1 team. Concerned about it as very poor availability. May be very difficult even to get a team. If we don’t put a team in the C division we cannot play in the final again. However, 1 team in the B division is the agreed way to go.

ID: Some in the C division can play in the B division. 

Agreed: SC should decide on the division the one team is in. Almost certainly B division.

JR: Do we pay for the 1 entry to the NBL and the President’s Cup? Yes

Agreed: JR to send in entry for NBL and President’s Cup. To CC in JB for payment.

C Division inter-counties superfinal

Takes place on 2/6/2024 on RB. Have enough players to play in that. SC on 11/4/2024 to pick a team.

Selectors

JR is stepping down and there is already a vacancy. 

AS will continue but will not be chair.

Affects match secretary. There is no match sec at the moment.

MGB and Neil Thomas may join the SC.

9. AGM 2024
Agreed: 30/5/24 F2F at B&CHBC, 7:30pm. F2F only. Food and wine etc available.
Prize giving:  need some token – presumably something useful.
Action: JB & RG to source some prizes.
Action: AM to send out details of AGM
10. Executive Position Vacancies
ID is standing down, MGB is standing down as tournament sec, AM wants to reduce his role, JB is thinking of standing down, 2 selector positions are available, AM is standing down as membership sec.
EG: will use the vacancies in his “call to arms”.

JR: Any names for SC can be forwarded to JR.

IE: Has been talking to the various people in the clubs. Barbara Easterbrook will not be “taped” to a role but is happy to do things, Paul Murray is too busy, Gordon Bickley is happy to be appointed to the committee.

11. A.O.B.
RG: Has flyer ready for June GP event. £20/player as last year. Have everything else in place.
JB: Felt price should be raised to £22/player.

Agreed: To raise to £22.50/player

RG: Cups at ABC are caked with brown stains, so going to buy paper cups for tea/coffee.

12. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting
TBA.
Meeting ended: 17:55
